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The Family Randy and Liz moved to Highland Meadows in September of 2009, choosing our neighborhood because of its 
convenience to downtown where Randy works as an ER nurse at Baylor.  Liz is an executive assistant for a small 
investment company.  The couple met at Dallas Theological Seminary; they have been married for over 15 years. They 
have a first grader who is a Wallace Elementary student and an elderly brown and white Shi Tzu named Frodo. Randy is 
Canadian and Liz is from the small west Texas town of Brownfield, outside of Lubbock.  Liz says, “It’s funny that I wound 
up on Lubbock Drive after all!”   
 

 
 

The Stone    “The corner stone idea came about when there was a terrible wreck at our corner intersection. An SUV was 
t-boned by a car that failed to stop at the sign and the SUV came flying in our direction and landed upside down in the 
middle of the yard. A neighbor noted that the car could have actually hit our house and we should put a big boulder 



there on the corner to prevent that. I liked the idea of having a stone there and began doing some research. We got the 
stone from AAA Sand and Stone on Miller Road and had it engraved just across the street at Gartex Masonry Supply on 
Plano Road. I had found them online and they did a great job. We love the Fleur de lis design for its representation of 
the Trinity and our Christian faith.  So we had it added to our corner stone and to the metal sign we had made for our 
house front.” 

 

 
 

       
 
“It was homeownership that brought out our interest in gardening,” Liz says; “We both love home improvement and 
landscaping seems to be a natural part of that.” Both Liz and Randy’s mothers love to garden and have beautiful yards, 
so there might be a touch of heredity at play as well.  Like most novice gardeners, in the beginning they learned by trial-
and-error accompanied by lots of internet research and a few good books about North Texas gardening.  She tells us 
that some of the best ideas about landscaping came from spotting a nice plant here and there in a neighbor’s landscape. 
 

The Landscape Challenge They found the nice large lot and layout of the house to be appealing; however, the front yard 
was untouched and the back was overgrown. Neither yard had been given any attention in many years. There was one 
cedar elm tree and one ash on the property when the family moved in, aside from some small hackberries that were just 
springing up in a back corner.  ”Before” photographs: 
 



            

         
 

                      
    

Randy built the backyard fence, taking in more space from the front side yard. A rain barrel sits at the downspout. Trees 
have been added: three crepe myrtles, two vitex, an olive tree, a Japanese maple, eight Italian cypresses, two Hollywood 
junipers, three Chinese Parasol trees, one Teddy Bear magnolia, and a red oak. “We have tried to be fairly true to the 
Mediterranean style of our home while utilizing North Texas plants. I have loved the Italian cypresses; they take me to 
the lovely Mediterranean countryside. Otherwise, I like whatever we can keep alive!” 
 

Liz remarks, “We made great use of the double knockout roses and had a beautiful showing for a couple of years. Last 
season however, they were struck with the dreaded Rose Rosette Disease, also termed ‘witches broom’ because of the 
effect it has upon the foliage.  We had to replace them all. So we have baby plants again but hope they will take off 
when the heat is on.”  (See a complete list of plants below.) 
 

Most gardeners have favorite plant colors, and Liz says that she’s a fan of pinks and reds but also anything that will 
contrast with the background is usually their pick for the spot. She concludes, “We learned early on with our south-
facing home, that “full sun” on a plant tag doesn’t necessarily mean the FULL SUN we had to offer:  sun up to sun down 
Texas in August sun.”  On a final note Liz, now a more seasoned gardener says, “Digging out stumps and briars is a lot of 
work!”  The hard work is evident.  Thanks to these determined and dedicated gardeners for making the Lubbock-Capri 
corner a place of beauty for all to enjoy! 
 
 
 



Plant List    Periwinkle azaleas   Tree List 
Rosemary    Cast iron plants (Aspidistra)  Crepe myrtle 
Barberry    Gold Dust acuba   Vitex 
Red-tipped yuccas   Plum yew    Olive 
Autumn sage    Holly fern    Japanese maple 
Texas sage    Star jasmine     Hollywood juniper 
Golden and silver euonymus  Indian hawthorn   Italian cypress 
Mountain laurel    Leopard plants (Ligularia)  Teddy bear magnolia 
Dwarf nandina    Hydrangeas    Red oak 
Lavender    Loropetalum (Chinese fringe plant) Chinese Parasol  
Europena fan palms   Purple Cone Flowers (Echinacea)  
   
This yard was selected by the Highland Meadows Neighborhood Association Yard of the Month Committee. 
Thanks to Brumley Gardens for providing our sign and a $50 gift certificate. 
Photographs, write-up, and award certificate by Joyce Ferguson 
Details, quotes and ‘before’ pictures supplied by Liz Freethy 
 

           
 
 

 
 
 



               
 
 
 

        
 

 

          
 



                                         
 
 

 
 
 
 



             
 
 

            
 

                                                                                                   
                   
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

             
 
 
 

“Nature is the art of God” 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
 
                                                                     


